
Ecumenical Advent service

Hymn

1. Unison, unaccompanied
Creator of the stars of night,
Your people’s everlasting light,
O Christ, redeemer of us all,
We pray you hear us when we call.

2. Unison
In sorrow that the ancient curse
Should doom to death a universe,
You came, O saviour, to set free
Your own, in glorious liberty.

3. Ladies
When this old world drew on t’ward night,
You came, but not in splendour bright,
Not as a monarch, but the child
Of Mary, blameless mother mild.

4. Men
At your great name, O Jesus, now
All knees must bend, all hearts must bow;
All things on earth with one accord,
Like those in heav’n, shall call you Lord.

5. Unison
Come in your holy might, we pray;
Redeem us for eternal day,
Defend us while we dwell below
From all assaults of our dread foe.

6. Unison
To God creator, God the son,
And God the spirit, three in one,
Praise, honour, might and glory be
From age to age eternally.

Prayers
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit:
Amen.

Maranatha:
Come, Lord Jesus!

The opening prayer ends:
...honour, worship and praise, world without end.
Amen.

Silent prayer.

The collect ends:
...one God, now and for ever.
Amen.



Readings and antiphons

Reading 1: Isaiah 43:1–7g

Reading 2: Psalm 107:1–3, 10–16g



Reading 3: Isaiah 61:1–3, 11g

Reading 4: Isaiah 42:5–9g

Reading 5: Micah 4:1–5g



Reading 6: Ephesians 2:11–22

Reading 7: Matthew 25:31–end
Before the reading:f g

Sing the Alleluia again after the reading, but only once (no repeat).

Then immediately sing:



Sermon

Hymn

1. Unison
Come, thou long-expected Jesus,
Born to set thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us,
Let us find our rest in thee.

2. Harmony
Israel’s strength and contemplation,
Hope of all the earth thou art,
Dear desire of ev’ry nation,
Joy of ev’ry longing heart.

3. Harmony
Born thy people to deliver,
Born a child and yet a king,
Born to reign in us for ever,
Now thy gracious kingdom bring.

4. Unison
By thine own eternal spirit,
Rule in all our hearts alone;
By thine all-sufficient merit
Raise us to thy glorious throne.

Sharing the Paschal light
Receive the light of Christ:
All: Thanks be to God.



Nunc dimittis



Prayers
If any are holy:
All: Let them grow in love.

If any are in sin:
All: Let them know conversion.

For the need and sorrow of all the earth:
All: Let us implore the mercy of Heaven.

All say the Lord’s Prayer together. (“Our Father...”)

Then:

Restore us, O Lord God of hosts:
All: Show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.

Will you not give us life again:
All: That your people may rejoice in you?

Show us your mercy, O Lord:
All: And grant us your salvation.

The blessing ends:
...be with you now and always.
All: Amen.

Alma redemptoris mater



Hymn

1. Harmony
On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry
Announces that the Lord is nigh;
Awake and hearken, for he brings
Glad tidings from the king of kings.

2. Men
Then cleansed be ev’ry breast from sin;
Make straight the way for God within;
Prepare we in our hearts a home,
Where such a mighty guest might come.

3. Ladies
For thou art our salvation, Lord,
Our refuge and our great reward;
Without thy grace, we waste away,
Like flow’rs that wither and decay.

4. Harmony
To heal the sick, stretch out thy hand,
And bid the fallen sinner stand;
Shine forth and let thy light restore
Earth’s own true loveliness once more.

5. Unison + descant (below)
All praise, eternal Son, to thee,
Whose advent sets thy people free;
Whom with the Father we adore,
And Holy Ghost for evermore.


