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A Lay out the five Thunderbirds 
cards in a row, as shown in the 

sample table layout opposite.

B Shuffle the Pod deck and place 
it on the table. Deal three cards 

face-up alongside it. These are 
the pod vehicles which will be 
available at the start of  the game.

E From the top of  the Emergency deck, turn over four cards 
and lay them face-up in a column, with space for three 

more cards to the right of  each, as shown above.

The leftmost card in each chain must always be a Disaster 
card. So, if  you turn over any Civilian or Hood cards at this 
stage, immediately put them at the bottom of  the deck and 
draw a replacement. Keep doing this until you have four 
Disaster cards as shown. Then shuffle the Emergency deck.

C Set up the six Pilot cards. John is assigned to 
Thunderbird 5 at the start of  the game, so place 

him on the Thunderbird 5 card as shown. Place Brains 
alongside the Pod cards. Lay out the other four pilots 
near to the Thunderbirds cards, all face up.

D  Shuffle the 
Emergency deck 

and place it near 
Thunderbird 5.

John (placed on 
Thunderbird 5)

Brains (placed 
near Pod cards)
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F Lady Penelope starts the game at the first 
chain, so place the Lady Penelope card to the 

left of  the topmost disaster chain. At the start of  
the game, the card is placed Road-side up.

A sample 
Disaster 
card

Civilian and Hood cards 
cannot start a chain

Tracy Island
The headquarters of  
International Rescue.

A

B

C

C

D

E

F

Set up 
Tracy Island

Set up disaster chains

2

1

3

1 2 3
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Disaster chains
These four rows 
of  cards represent 
unfolding disasters 
at four different 
locations around the 
world.

At the start of  the 
game, there is one 
Disaster card at the 
start of  each chain, 
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ym

bo
ls,

 yo
u 

ca
n 

on
ly 

all
oc

at
e 

ea
ch

 w
ild

 s
ym

bo
l 

on
ce

. H
ow

ev
er

, y
ou

 c
an

’t 
st

or
e 

wi
ld

 
sy

m
bo

ls 
(s

ee
 n

ex
t p

ag
e)

.

Us
ele

ss
 s

ym
bo

ls
If 

yo
u 

ro
ll s

ym
bo

ls 
wh

ich
 d

on
’t 

m
at

ch
 

an
y 

ac
tiv

e 
sy

m
bo

ls 
in

 th
e 

ch
ain

 a
t a

ll, 
ju

st
 ig

no
re

 th
es

e 
di

ce
.

Re
sc

ue
 a

ct
io

n
2-

7
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La

dy
 P

en
elo

pe
 p

ha
se

8
Th

e 
La

dy
 P

en
elo

pe
 p

ha
se

, a
t t

he
 e

nd
 o

f y
ou

r t
ur

n,
 a

llo
ws

 
yo

u 
to

 u
se

 th
e 

un
iq

ue
 s

kil
ls 

of
 P

en
elo

pe
 a

nd
 h

er
 c

ha
uf

fe
ur

, 
Pa

rk
er

, t
o 

co
m

ba
t t

he
 H

oo
d 

an
d 

es
co

rt
 c

ivi
lia

ns
 to

 s
af

et
y.

Es
co

rt
On

e 
of

 L
ad

y P
en

elo
pe

’s 
ke

y r
ole

s i
s t

o 
ex

tra
ct 

Civ
ilia

ns
 fr

om
 d

an
ge

r z
on

es
 a

nd
 ta

ke
 

th
em

 to
 sa

fet
y u

sin
g 

an
 E

sc
or

t a
cti

on
. T

his
 a

llo
ws

 yo
u 

to
 d

o 
on

e 
of

 tw
o 

th
ing

s:

 �
As

si
gn

 a
 C

iv
ili

an
: If

 L
ad

y P
en

elo
pe

 d
oe

sn
’t 

ha
ve

 a
 C

ivi
lia

n 
as

sig
ne

d,
 a

nd
 sh

e 
is 

at
 a

 ch
ain

 w
hic

h 
ha

s a
t le

as
t o

ne
 u

nin
flu

en
ce

d 
Civ

ilia
n 

ca
rd

 in
 it,

 yo
u 

m
ay

 a
ss

ign
 

on
e 

un
inf

lue
nc

ed
 C

ivi
lia

n 
fro

m
 th

at
 ch

ain
 to

 L
ad

y P
en

elo
pe

. R
em

ov
e 

th
e 

Civ
ilia

n 
fro

m
 its

 p
os

itio
n 

in 
th

e 
ch

ain
 a

nd
 p

lac
e 

it u
nd

er
 th

e 
La

dy
 P

en
elo

pe
 ca

rd
. If

 th
is 

lea
ve

s a
 g

ap
 in

 th
e 

ch
ain

, s
lid

e 
ot

he
r c

ar
ds

 to
 th

e 
lef

t t
o 

fill
 th

e 
ga

p.

 �
Un

as
si

gn
 a

 C
iv

ili
an

: If
 L

ad
y P

en
elo

pe
 a

lre
ad

y h
as

 a
 C

ivi
lia

n 
as

sig
ne

d 
to

 h
er,

 
yo

u 
m

ay
 u

na
ss

ign
 it.

 If
 yo

u 
do

 th
is 

wh
en

 L
ad

y P
en

elo
pe

 is
 a

t T
ra

cy
 Is

lan
d,

 th
e 

Civ
ilia

n 
is 

ins
ta

nt
ly 

re
sc

ue
d 

(s
ee

 p
ag

e 
17

). 
Alt

er
na

tiv
ely

, if
 sh

e 
is 

at
 a

 ch
ain

 w
hic

h 
is 

no
t y

et
 fu

ll, 
ad

d 
th

e 
Civ

ilia
n 

to
 th

e 
rig

ht
 o

f t
he

 ri
gh

tm
os

t c
ar

d 
in 

th
e 

ch
ain

. N
ot

e 
th

at
 yo

u 
ca

n’t
 u

na
ss

ign
 a

 C
ivi

lia
n 

if 
La

dy
 P

en
elo

pe
 is

 a
t a

 fu
ll c

ha
in 

(s
ee

 p
ag

e 
11

), 
be

ca
us

e 
th

er
e 

isn
’t 

sp
ac

e 
to

 d
o 

so
.

2

M
ov

e 
or

 F
lip

In
 th

is 
pa

rt
 o

f t
he

 p
ha

se
, y

ou
 m

ay
 e

ith
er

 m
ov

e 
th

e 
La

dy
 P

en
elo

pe
 c

ar
d 

or
 fl

ip
 it

 
ov

er
 (f

ro
m

 R
oa

d 
to

 A
ir, 

or
 fr

om
 A

ir 
to

 R
oa

d)
. Y

ou
 m

ay
 n

ot
 b

ot
h 

m
ov

e 
an

d 
flip

 in
 

th
e 

sa
m

e 
tu

rn
.

La
dy

 P
en

elo
pe

 c
an

 m
ov

e 
in

de
pe

nd
en

tly
, w

ith
ou

t n
ee

di
ng

 a
 P

ilo
t t

o 
be

 a
ss

ig
ne

d.
 

Th
e 

wa
y 

La
dy

 P
en

elo
pe

 m
ov

es
 d

ep
en

ds
 o

n 
wh

ich
 s

id
e 

of
 h

er
 c

ar
d 

is 
sh

ow
in

g.

 
�

Ro
ad

: L
ad

y 
Pe

ne
lo

pe
 m

ay
 m

ov
e 

fro
m

 h
er

 p
re

se
nt

 lo
ca

tio
n 

to
 th

e 
ad

jac
en

t c
ha

in
 e

ith
er

 a
bo

ve
 o

r b
elo

w 
(s

o,
 if

 s
he

’s 
alr

ea
dy

 a
t t

he
 to

p 
or

 b
ot

to
m

 lo
ca

tio
n,

 s
he

 o
nly

 h
as

 o
ne

 
op

tio
n)

. I
f s

he
’s 

at
 T

ra
cy

 Is
lan

d,
 th

en
 s

he
 c

an
’t 

m
ov

e 
by

 
ro

ad
 a

t a
ll, 

an
d 

yo
u’

ll n
ee

d 
to

 fl
ip

 o
ve

r t
he

 c
ar

d 
to

 b
e 

ab
le 

to
 m

ov
e 

in
 a

 fu
tu

re
 tu

rn
.

 
�

Ai
r: 

La
dy

 P
en

elo
pe

 m
ay

 m
ov

e 
fro

m
 h

er
 p

re
se

nt
 lo

ca
tio

n 
to

 
an

y 
ot

he
r l

oc
at

io
n,

 e
xa

ct
ly 

lik
e 

Th
un

de
rb

ird
 1

 o
r 3

. T
hi

s 
is 

th
e 

on
ly 

wa
y 

sh
e 

ca
n 

ev
er

 m
ov

e 
to

 o
r f

ro
m

 T
ra

cy
 Is

lan
d.

Wh
en

 L
ad

y 
Pe

ne
lo

pe
 m

ov
es

 o
r f

lip
s, 

an
y 

Ci
vil

ian
 a

ss
ig

ne
d 

to
 h

er
 

st
ay

s 
wi

th
 h

er
.

1
Th

er
e 

ar
e 

tw
o 

st
ag

es
 in

 th
e 

La
dy

 P
en

elo
pe

 tu
rn

: M
ov

e 
or

 F
lip

, t
he

n 
Es

co
rt

. 
Th

e 
La

dy
 P

en
elo

pe
 c

ar
d 

is 
do

ub
le-

sid
ed

, a
nd

 it
s 

ab
ilit

ies
 v

ar
y 

de
pe

nd
in

g 
on

 
wh

ich
 s

id
e 

is 
up

pe
rm

os
t. 

RO
AD

Wh
en

 th
e 

Ro
ad

 s
id

e 
is 

up
pe

rm
os

t, 
La

dy
 P

en
elo

pe
 m

ov
es

 s
lo

wl
y 

fro
m

 
ch

ain
 to

 c
ha

in
, b

ut
 s

he
 is

 a
bl

e 
to

 
ne

ut
ra

lis
e 

an
y 

Ho
od

 c
ar

ds
 a

t h
er

 
lo

ca
tio

n.

AI
R

Wh
en

 th
e 

Ai
r s

id
e 

is 
up

pe
rm

os
t, 

La
dy

 
Pe

ne
lo

pe
 lo

se
s 

he
r a

bi
lity

 to
 n

eu
tra

lis
e 

th
e 

Ho
od

, b
ut

 s
he

 c
an

 m
ov

e 
ra

pi
dl

y 
to

 a
nd

 fr
om

 a
ny

 lo
ca

tio
n 

—
 in

clu
di

ng
 

to
 T

ra
cy

 Is
lan

d.
 (W

he
n 

La
dy

 P
en

elo
pe

 
is 

at
 T

ra
cy

 Is
lan

d,
 ju

st
 p

lac
e 

he
r c

ar
d 

so
m

ew
he

re
 in

 th
at

 p
ar

t o
f t

he
 ta

bl
e.

 It
 

do
es

n’
t m

at
te

r e
xa

ct
ly 

wh
er

e.
)

Ne
ut

ra
lis

in
g 

th
e 

Ho
od

As
 w

ell
 a

s 
es

co
rt

in
g 

Ci
vil

ian
s 

to
 s

af
et

y, 
La

dy
 P

en
elo

pe
 c

an
 n

eu
tra

lis
e 

th
e 

Ho
od

. W
hi

le 
th

e 
Ro

ad
 s

id
e 

of
 h

er
 c

ar
d 

is 
up

pe
rm

os
t, 

an
y 

Ho
od

 
ca

rd
s 

th
at

 w
ou

ld
 a

ffe
ct

 h
er

 p
re

se
nt

 lo
ca

tio
n 

du
rin

g 
th

e 
In

co
m

in
g 

Ca
ll 

ph
as

e 
ar

e 
in

st
ea

d 
di

sc
ar

de
d 

wi
th

ou
t e

ffe
ct

.

Fr
ed

 h
as

 re
ac

he
d 

th
e 

La
dy

 P
en

elo
pe

 p
ha

se
 o

f 
hi

s 
tu

rn
. A

fte
r m

ov
in

g,
 

La
dy

 P
en

elo
pe

’s 
ca

rd
 is

 
Ro

ad
 s

id
e 

up
pe

rm
os

t a
t 

a 
ch

ain
 w

ith
 tw

o 
Ci

vil
ian

s. 
Fr

ed
 d

ec
id

es
 to

 a
ss

ig
n 

th
e 

un
co

rr
up

te
d 

Ci
vil

ian
 

to
 h

er
 (A

), 
sh

or
te

ni
ng

 
th

e 
ch

ain
 (B

).

Ne
xt

 tu
rn

, F
re

d 
de

cid
es

 
to

 fl
ip

 L
ad

y 
Pe

ne
lo

pe
 

(C
). 

Th
is 

pu
ts

 th
e 

Ai
r s

id
e 

of
 th

e 
ca

rd
 

up
pe

rm
os

t, 
pr

ep
ar

in
g 

it 
to

 m
ov

e 
to

 a
ny

 lo
ca

tio
n,

 
in

clu
di

ng
 T

ra
cy

 Is
lan

d.

If 
Fr

ed
 m

ov
es

 L
ad

y 
Pe

ne
lo

pe
 to

 T
ra

cy
 

Isl
an

d 
in

 h
is 

ne
xt

 tu
rn

, 
he

 w
ill 

be
 a

bl
e 

to
 

un
as

sig
n 

th
e 

Ci
vil

ian
 

an
d 

au
to

m
at

ica
lly

 
re

sc
ue

 it
.
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C

No
te

 th
at

 a
n 

es
co

rt
ed

 C
ivi

lia
n 

is 
no

t r
es

cu
ed

 u
nt

il 
it 

is 
un

as
sig

ne
d 

at
 T

ra
cy

 Is
lan

d.
 S

im
pl

y 
as

sig
ni

ng
 a

 
Ci

vil
ian

 to
 L

ad
y 

Pe
ne

lo
pe

 d
oe

s 
no

t c
ou

nt
 a

s 
a 

re
sc

ue
.


